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Introduction

This is a Hebrew reader for The Book of Chronicles. It is
designed as a useful cost-efficient tool for two groups of people.
First, for students learning Biblical Hebrew after a year’s worth
of study this series provides the material to grow in reading
ability from the primary texts. Second, this series is designed
for pastors, rabbis, scholars, and curious lay people looking to
refresh their Hebrew, or use them in preparation for their work
of study, preaching, and teaching.

The book immerses the reader in the biblical texts in order to
build confidence reading Biblical Hebrew as quickly as possi-
ble. The transition from translating basic sentences to reading
whole passages and books is a steep learning curve that can be
discouraging to students. To help bridge this gap, the reader’s
generous glosses enable the student with only one year’s worth
of vocabulary to begin reading whole passages. Specifically,
all uncommon words that occur 80 times or fewer in the Bible
are glossed as footnotes. This enables the reader to continue
reading every passage unhindered. Therefore, the book com-
plements traditional language grammars and is especially ideal
for beginner and intermediate students learning to read Bib-
lical Hebrew. However, even advanced readers will appreciate
the glossing of the rare words, since it saves time reading the
text.
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INTRODUCTION viii

The Book of Chronicles was originally transmitted as a single
book, but separated into 1 and 2 Chronicles in the Greek Sep-
tuagint. Only in the medieval period did the Hebrew text also
divide into two books. Its rewriting of the books of Samuel
and Kings is fascinating to study. The additions around the
temple and omissions of David and Bathsheba are theologically
motivated.

How to use this reader

In order to aid the reader and simplify the reading process, this
book contains a collection of useful data around and within the
main body of text. Information includes:

e The glossing of uncommon words that the reader might not
know or struggle to recall.

e The morphological parsing of difficult forms.
o Potentially difficult proper nouns shaded in grey.

e Qere readings are listed with vowels in the margins

This reader includes basic glosses and morphology when rel-
evant in footnotes. These are displayed in two separate lev-
els of footnotes. The primary level contains the glosses of all
the rarer words, and if necessary their morphology. The sec-
ondary level is only for displaying complex morphology of com-
mon words that might be useful for beginner and intermediate
readers.

Glossing

All uncommon words are glossed with English translation pos-
sibilities in the primary footnotes. These less frequent words
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are defined as those that occur 80 times or fewer in the Hebrew
Bible. It is assumed that after one year’s study, a student will
know the common words. These 468 distinct lexemes occur
18,346 times in The Book of Chronicles. This accounts for
76.2% of the 24,063 Hebrew words found in the books.! An
alphabetical list of these common words may be consulted in
the glossary found among the appendices of this book.

For example, in Genesis 1:1, we encounter the word n*w’xj;:a.
The word is uncommon, occurring only 51 times in the He-
brew Bible. Therefore, it is glossed in the primary footnotes.
The lexeme behind the word is in bold type DMIN™. After the
underlying lexeme, basic English glosses are supplied followed
by the frequency of the lexeme in the Hebrew Bible in paren-
theses. These glosses contain the main translation possibilities
for the word. They are consistent throughout the reader, not
context specific. This means they are suitable for memorising
as the readers works through the book. It also means a reader
learns not to depend too heavily upon glosses, given a word
can have an unusual, or very specific meaning determined by
the context.

The glosses are primarily those of BDB.? I have lightly updated
the language and translations offered. The glosses offer the
more common translations of the words, though context is key
for meaning. Given these glosses are primarily for the general
reader, a dictionary such as HALOT is recommended where
exegetical points are under question.? These glosses are spelled
according to British English.

! According to the Westminster Leningrad Codex base text and MorphHB
parsing scheme adopted by this book.

2 Frances Brown, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs. The Brown-Driver-
Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon. With an appendiz containing the
Biblical Aramaic. London: Oxford University Press, 1906.

3 Ludwig Kohler et al., eds. The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament (2 Volumes). Leiden: Brill, 2001

a DR (f) first, beginning, chief.
(51)
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The primary footnotes are alphabetical, not numerical. They
restart at a on every new page and chapter. If a word appears
multiple times in a single page, then subsequent occurrences
will refer to the first gloss using the same alphabetical footnote
mark. For example, n*w’xj;a ﬂ‘WNj;Da.

Verbs that primarily occur in stems other than Qal and do
not occur in the Qal stem in the gatal or yigtol moods are
listed without vowels and in square brackets. Even if a verb
generally does not occur in Qal, but exists in the Qal stem in
either gatal or yigtol moods, even if only once, then I retain the
vowels. Hence you will find ['[7:], because even though it is
common in the Qal passive participle form 5173, it is primarily
found in the Piel stem, and never occurs in Qal gatal or yigtol.

Parsing

Difficult word forms are parsed in the footnotes. For uncom-
mon words these are supplied alongside the gloss, for example,
Tll?f.b This indicates the form NP7 is a niph®al jussive third-
person masculine plural from the verb [;'HP]. For common
words that contain a difficult form, a secondary set of foot-
notes are supplied. These footnotes contain no glosses as the
reader is expected to know the basic glosses. Instead only the
underlying lexeme in the present tense is displayed with the
relevant morphological parsing. For example, in Genesis 1:22
37:7.1 is a jussive form, from the pe-yod verb 27). Unlike
the primary footnotes, these secondary footnotes are listed nu-
merically. This allows the reader who is competent with mor-
phological forms to skip over these words without distraction.
These grey italicised footnotes should not be confused with
verse numbers (e.g.,!) which are bold and sans-serif.

a D"YNT (f) first, beginning, chief. b [J'I"IP] to collect. (2) ni. juss.
(51) 3mp

1 n;j qal juss. 3ms



Abbreviations

lcp

lcs

2cp
2fp
2fs
2mp
2ms

2p

3cp
3fp
3fs
3mp
3ms
3p
abs.
coh.

com./c.

const. /con.

d.

first person

first-person common plural
first-person common singular
second person

third-person common plural
second-person feminine plural
second-person feminine singular
second-person masculine plural
second-person masculine singular
second-person plural

third person

third-person common plural
third-person feminine plural
third-person feminine singular
third-person masculine plural
third-person masculine singular
third-person plural

absolute

cohortative

common (gender)

construct

dual
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xXvi

fem. /f.
fp

fs

hi.
hisht.
hitp.
hitpalp.
hitpol.
ho.
impf.
impv.
inf.

juss.

masc./m.

mp

ni.
nitp.
nitpal.
pal.
pass.
pf.
pi.
pil.
pilp.
plL
pol.
polp.
pte.

pu.

feminine
feminine plural
feminine singular
hiph¢il
hishtaph©el
hitpa‘el
hitp€alp®el
hitp©ol©el
hoph¢al

yigtol (imperfect)
imperative
infinitive

jussive
masculine
masculine plural
masculine singular
niph¢al

nitpa‘el
nitpcal®el

pa‘tlel

passive

qatal (perfect)
pi‘el

pilel

pilp®el

plural

polCel

polp€al
participle

pucal



xvii ABBREVIATIONS

pul. pul€al

sg. singular

suf. suffix

wqtl. weqatal (sequential perfect)
wyqtl. wayyigtol (waw consecutive)






o

12T QNN

TH® 27 ONPomn rp? Uiy Ny oy
o M) of oY MR mown 1
T OM L T o wy nel ges
:nmﬁm PE™ TJDWR 7?33 ey 6 0 :07M
0 D’J'ﬂﬂ =g 'rw*umm ‘IW"?N m ‘;;17
w3 1;;19 APID DD DI Ui n;j 338
NRPT J3) N2NI0) NRYT) NN MM RI9
NI TIORITY TR W0 o 7T Ny
9 otEm o P2 7im nimh e
[DTPEITY) DDTTTN) DRETIN 0T T0TN
DPR WS W DTN mOTneTE
T2 Wit o oREDTTY) Dnwbe
NN OITTIING TR 1953 11T s N
270N *pw'r'nm *m‘rnmﬁ ‘W‘ﬁﬁ by
0 DDRITTORY ‘WDB‘I nm "Iﬁ&'f nmm

n‘vw nx -r‘w 1@:@13118 o .qwgg wzj,n
oY DR W TR TR myTs T row
H10PT TN DY PN PR MR D 002 N
MISTTARY PUTIRY TTIDRTIR T 0P
TIOPTTIRY DPNTINY DTN TN
TDINTIINI 2 NIUTTIN me:x'nm D2wTIR 22
o P 3 RN R e S s
I /ELIRL i 1‘75 g=bEL n‘vw TWoEIN | oY 24

M2 D :OaR RIT 0028 Y D im

opioh Moy © oNpE PITSY D3N

1 b n"l-li?ﬁn (f) generations. (39)
a [J'?B] to split, divide. (4)

1 1 [5'7”] hi. pf. 3ms
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a WJ%B (f) concubine. (37)

; -li?: hi. wygtl. 3ms 2 [TDJ] hi. pte. ms abs.
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a r|1i78 chief, chiliarch. (60) c 59@ to act unfaithfully,

2 treacherous. (36)
a ;'I'I?_D (f) daughter-in-law, d Dﬁﬁ devoted thing. devotion,
bride. (34) ban. (29)
b T2Y to trouble, disturb, stir e W27 fourth. (55)
up. (14) £ "I fifth. (45)

g "W sixth. (28)

2 2 -l"?: hi. pf. 3ms
TP hi. wyqtl. 3ms + 3ms suf.
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17 f 7137 to be agitated, quake,
a Tﬁf{ cedar. (73) tremble. (41)
b 8™ () curtain. (54) g n'l'i?lS_J (f) injustice,
¢ 113 abode, habitation. (34) unrighteousness, wrong. (31)
d T3 leader, ruler. (44) h n'l'i?; to become old and worn
e PBJ to plant. (58) gal watl. out. (16) pi. inf. con. + 3ms

lcs + 3ms suf. suf.

17 6 n?j qal inf. con.
1 :27: qal ptc. ms abs. 7 n;; qal pf. 2mp
2 -li?:l qal impv. 2ms 8 l'l;?'? qal pf. 1cs + 2ms suf.
3 W7 qal inf. con. 9 2 qal ptc. mp con. + 2ms
4 ni?g hi. pf. Ics suf.

5 [1'”3] pi. pf. lcs 1R hi. impf. Smp
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a [933] to be humble. (36) h ni?gf; (f
b QPR from with, beside. (71)
¢ WK from that which. (17)
d 177 vision. (35) j n'?q-m (f)
€ D'?D here, hither. (11) k HI?W except, besides. (16)
f @ be small, insignificant. | 7178 to ransom, redeem. (59)

(4? qal inf. con.
g R plait, turn. (1)

) step, stair. (47)
S93Y for the sake of, because
of, in order that. (49)

greatness. (12)

12X qal ptc. mp con. + 2ms
suf.

2 [-IJJ] hi. wyqtl. Ics

3 '[i?U qal inf. con.

4 []1:] pol. wqtl. Ics

o -IT_JSTJ hi. wqtl. 1cs + 3ms suf.

6 WD hi. pf. 2ms + lcs suf.
7 787 qal pf. 2ms + Ics suf.
8 r]D: hi. impf. 3ms

9 ;‘ltpg qal pf. 2ms

1“37"_[: hi. inf. con.
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a MY (f) testimony. (59) h I'_I'7$ to advance, prosper.
b 713 (f) citadel, palace. (16) (55)
. 'I'-_I'[? to bow down. (15) gal i 177 splendour, majesty,

wyqtl. Smp vigour. (24)
d DR (f) the morrow. (32)  j 13 (f) grey-headed, old
e '[DJ drink offering. (64) age. (19)
f TTM to anoint, smear. (69) k YAV sated, satisfied. (10)
g 'l'”;; leader, ruler. (44) 1 'IWSS wealth, riches. (37)
1 n@? qal inf. con. 4 ,'II?STJ hi. wyqtl. Smp
2 n;; qal inf. con. 5 J-I'.ng qal wyqtl. 3mp

3 [nnW] hitp. wyqtl. 3mp 6 ]D; qal wyqtl. 3ms
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a ]17]_18 behind, last. (51) ¢ 17933 (f) strength, might.
b TIIFT seer. (21) (61)

1 :.D; qal pass. ptc. mp abs.



100 2 0T "9 10:5-14

TR PP NI cTRpn biom ndpn
T2 RN W O OWDY Y OToN N S
DRI 0277 PR dpfme o .opn
TmoAnTa AN hbY b omb nown
727 mITOES 2wTo dovEph ons e ThND
M opmb 2ibS minnon apsb roy hpTT
*7aE 310 P 0D 137 Do RT3 OEE
TSP PN DRI REYIN Sjpme o or
D OIRbIT IR 32T R DRI ApE
OUTIN 727 270 DSyl onN TR m‘ax RN ©
jlai S5 o"w-r S85 Nox 1937 N I
iR 15T N n*‘r‘r‘r PN 3T by TN
=i B 7o DTN nsz‘v pi= i pryiolgl=
DAy MR 113 3hen “Hp Ny Py T3
B30y OpT I A i IR IR MY R
DoNR TP 3N PERPYTOY BRI cT32 PhY
Opa7 ¥3M™2 O DPIIRRD AN DD
-[‘m'r "2 WND W oIt oyanT” ‘7& opT52)
TR onm mwn e -y oia "oy 121 Sib
TRTYY DRRIT DY NN DUan) 7‘?597 2fgn
bOoPYTIY TRIN MND DI nEyD omow

a ﬂWi? hard, stubborn. (36) h ]DP little finger. (2)

L bb yoke. (40) i 13¥ to be thick, fat, gross.

¢ 7132 heavy. (39) (3)

d 19} to advise, counsel. (79) j D”jnrg loins. (47)

e T8 how? (61) k OB to load, carry a load. (9)

f 7787 to be pleased 1 8} to discipline, chasten,
with, accept favourably. (57) admonish. (43)
qal wqtl. 2ms + 3mp suf. m B scourge, whip. (10)

g TP} to advise, counsel. (79) n 37)PY scorpion. (6)
qal pf. 3cp + 3ms suf.

1 -l;§7 qal impf. 1cp + 2ms suf. 4 rl@: hi. impf. Ics
2 707 qal inf. con. + 3ms suf. 5 7 qal wyqtl. 3ms + Smp suf.
p I? hi. impv. 2ms
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a 70 to discipline, chasten, h 037 to stone, kill by stoning.
admonish. (43) (16)
b B scourge, whip. (10) i }’D&S to be strong, firm, bold.
¢ A7)PY scorpion. (6) (41)
d 11383 () turn of affairs. (1) j F12DM (f) chariot. (44)
e QYR from with, beside. (71) k 9@@ to rebel, transgress. (41)
f P'?ﬁ portion, share, tract. 11
(66) a [sﬂP] to assemble, gather.
g OR task worker, forced (38)
labour. (23) b D"JDW eighty. (38)
1 ﬂD: hi. impf. 1cs 11
2 :@7: qal ptc. mp abs. 1 WU; qal pass. ptc. ms abs.

3 ni?g qal inf. con.
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a 197 to advise, counsel. (79) f 711 (f) blow, wound,

qal pte. fs con. + 3ms suf. slaughter. (48)
b SJWQ to be wicked, act g 'n'l'i?l:l' to be weak, sick. (59)
wickedly. (35) h IR (f) ruin, downfall. (1)
c ]’S_J: to advise, counsel. (79) i I'I'Z??TJ to anoint, smear. (69)
qal ptc. mp abs. qal pf. 3ms + 3ms suf.

d DI ruin, destruction. (11) j [N3MT] to hide, withdraw. (33)
e NB7 to heal, mend. (67)

1 ‘l'?frj qal inf. con. + 3ms suf. ° Jj:l qal wyqtl. 3ms + 3mp suf.
2 ﬂ@? qal wyqtl. 3ms 9 _D'? qal wyqtl. Smp + 3ms
3 [TIDJ] hi. wyqtl. Smp suf.

4 [I-DJ] hi. pf. 3cp + 3ms suf. 10893 hi. wyqtl. 3mp + 3ms suf.
5 [nnij] ni. inf. con. + Sms TPV hi. wyqtl. Smp + 3ms suf.
suf. 127;‘? qal wyqtl. 3mp + 3ms
6 I8 qal inf. con. suf.

7R3 qal inf. con. + 3ms suf.
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a TP} to advise, counsel. (79) f 53 to strike, smite. (49) ni.

b TTirT brier, bramble; hook, wyqtl. 3ms

ring, fetter. (11) g WDD to lay hold of, capture.
c Tﬁf{ cedar. (73) (65)
d D?_Jj to trample. (19) h }’1? to break through. (49)

e [TI'WJ] to stir up, strife. (14)

1 [ﬂﬂW] hi. inf. con. + 2ms 6 '75; qal wqtl. 2ms

31ff- 703 qal inf. con. + 3mp suf.
? n@? qal pf. 2ms 8 n'?;? qal wyqtl. 3ms
7 .“D; qal impv. 2ms 9 ngj hitp. wyqtl. 3mp

4 Ng’; qal pf. 3ms + 2ms suf. 10893 hi. wyqtl. 3ms + Sms suf.
5 327: qal impv. 2ms
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221 GLOSSARY

=923 strong, mighty; hero.
(159)

51‘[; great, large. (526)

'7‘_[; to grow up, become >

great. (115)
"3 nation, people. (559)
93 to sojourn. (81)

.‘l'?; to uncover, reveal;
remove, exile. (186)

75,7‘73 Gilead. (134)

Q3 also, even, indeed.
(769)
M3 sojourner. (92)

j

M37 word, thing, matter.
(1442)

[73'[] to speak. (1142)
17 David. (1075)

=35 generation, period.
(167)
N5 (f) door. (86)
2% blood. (360)

-Iﬁéf way, road, journey.
(706)

Wj:l to seek, inquire,
examine. (164)

i

N7 he, she, it. (1879)

"2 Bethlehem. (82)
o9
ﬂ’ﬁ house. (2051)

{73 Bethel. (144)

1123 to weep, bewail. (116)

713;3 firstborn, oldest.
(118)

’nsﬂ so as not, in order
not. (112)
1123 (f) high place. (102)

13 son. (4929)
M3 to build. (375)
12233 Benjamin. (166)

'lS_?ﬁ separation, away
from, about. (103)

93 to burn, consume.
(85)
723 herd, cattle, ox. (183)

7‘75 morning. (214)
[WPJ] to seek; exact. (225)

P73 (f) covenant, treaty.
(284)
['[73] to bless, kneel. (330)

(W2 flesh. (270)
D3 (f) daughter. (587)

A

'7’!:; border, boundary,
territory. (241)



