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Introduction

This is a Hebrew reader for The Megilloth. It is designed as
a useful cost-efficient tool for two groups of people. First, for
students learning Biblical Hebrew after a year’s worth of study
this series provides the material to grow in reading ability from
the primary texts. Second, this series is designed for pastors,
rabbis, scholars, and curious lay people looking to refresh their
Hebrew, or use them in preparation for their work of study,
preaching, and teaching.

The book immerses the reader in the biblical texts in order to
build confidence reading Biblical Hebrew as quickly as possi-
ble. The transition from translating basic sentences to reading
whole passages and books is a steep learning curve that can be
discouraging to students. To help bridge this gap, the reader’s
generous glosses enable the student with only one year’s worth
of vocabulary to begin reading whole passages. Specifically,
all uncommon words that occur 80 times or fewer in the Bible
are glossed as footnotes. This enables the reader to continue
reading every passage unhindered. Therefore, the book com-
plements traditional language grammars and is especially ideal
for beginner and intermediate students learning to read Bib-
lical Hebrew. However, even advanced readers will appreciate
the glossing of the rare words, since it saves time reading the
text.
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INTRODUCTION viii

The Megilloth covers the books of Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamen-
tations, Ecclesiastes, and Esther. They were transmitted to-
gether from an early time and linked to five Jewish festivals.

How to use this reader

In order to aid the reader and simplify the reading process, this
book contains a collection of useful data around and within the
main body of text. Information includes:

e The glossing of uncommon words that the reader might not
know or struggle to recall.

e The morphological parsing of difficult forms.
e Potentially difficult proper nouns shaded in grey.

e Qere readings are listed with vowels in the margins

This reader includes basic glosses and morphology when rel-
evant in footnotes. These are displayed in two separate lev-
els of footnotes. The primary level contains the glosses of all
the rarer words, and if necessary their morphology. The sec-
ondary level is only for displaying complex morphology of com-
mon words that might be useful for beginner and intermediate
readers.

Glossing

All uncommon words are glossed with English translation pos-
sibilities in the primary footnotes. These less frequent words
are defined as those that occur 80 times or fewer in the Hebrew
Bible. It is assumed that after one year’s study, a student will
know the common words. These 401 distinct lexemes occur
7,188 times in The Megilloth. This accounts for 71% of the



ix INTRODUCTION

10,119 Hebrew words found in the books.! An alphabetical
list of these common words may be consulted in the glossary
found among the appendices of this book.

For example, in Genesis 1:1, we encounter the word n"w’xj;a.
The word is uncommon, occurring only 51 times in the He-
brew Bible. Therefore, it is glossed in the primary footnotes.
The lexeme behind the word is in bold type P"WR7. After the
underlying lexeme, basic English glosses are supplied followed
by the frequency of the lexeme in the Hebrew Bible in paren-
theses. These glosses contain the main translation possibilities
for the word. They are consistent throughout the reader, not
context specific. This means they are suitable for memorising
as the readers works through the book. It also means a reader
learns not to depend too heavily upon glosses, given a word
can have an unusual, or very specific meaning determined by
the context.

The glosses are primarily those of BDB.? I have lightly updated
the language and translations offered. The glosses offer the
more common translations of the words, though context is key
for meaning. Given these glosses are primarily for the general
reader, a dictionary such as HALOT is recommended where
exegetical points are under question.? These glosses are spelled
according to British English.

The primary footnotes are alphabetical, not numerical. They
restart at a on every new page and chapter. If a word appears
multiple times in a single page, then subsequent occurrences

! According to the Westminster Leningrad Codex base text and MorphHB
parsing scheme adopted by this book.

2 Frances Brown, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs. The Brown-Driver-
Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon. With an appendiz containing the
Biblical Aramaic. London: Oxford University Press, 1906.

3 Ludwig Kohler et al., eds. The Hebrew and Aramaic Lezicon of the Old
Testament (2 Volumes). Leiden: Brill, 2001

a DR (f) first, beginning, chief.
(51)
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will refer to the first gloss using the same alphabetical footnote

mark. For example, ﬂ‘WRj;ﬂa n*w’m;a.

Verbs that primarily occur in stems other than Qal and do
not occur in the Qal stem in the gatal or yiqtol moods are
listed without vowels and in square brackets. Even if a verb
generally does not occur in Qal, but exists in the Qal stem in
either gatal or yiqtol moods, even if only once, then I retain the
vowels. Hence you will find ['|73], because even though it is
common in the Qal passive participle form 5173, it is primarily
found in the Pi®el stem, and never occurs in Qal gatal or yigtol.

Parsing

Difficult word forms are parsed in the footnotes. For uncom-
mon words these are supplied alongside the gloss, for example,
ﬂl?.b This indicates the form M7 is a niph©al jussive third-
person masculine plural from the verb [THP]. For common
words that contain a difficult form, a secondary set of foot-
notes are supplied. These footnotes contain no glosses as the
reader is expected to know the basic glosses. Instead only the
underlying lexeme in the present tense is displayed with the
relevant morphological parsing. For example, in Genesis 1:22
3?7.1 is a jussive form, from the pe-yod verb 237)7. Unlike
the primary footnotes, these secondary footnotes are listed nu-
merically. This allows the reader who is competent with mor-
phological forms to skip over these words without distraction.
These grey italicised footnotes should not be confused with
verse numbers (e.g.,!) which are bold and sans-serif.

a D"YNT (f) first, beginning, chief. b [THP] to collect. (2) ni. juss.
(51) Smp

1127 qal juss. 3ms



Abbreviations

lcp

lcs

2cp
2fp
2fs
2mp
2ms

2p

3cp
3fp
3fs
3mp
3ms
3p
abs.
coh.

com./c.

const. /con.

d.

first person

first-person common plural
first-person common singular
second person

third-person common plural
second-person feminine plural
second-person feminine singular
second-person masculine plural
second-person masculine singular
second-person plural

third person

third-person common plural
third-person feminine plural
third-person feminine singular
third-person masculine plural
third-person masculine singular
third-person plural

absolute

cohortative

common (gender)

construct

dual
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ABBREVIATIONS

xXvi

fem. /f.
fp

fs

hi.
hisht.
hitp.
hitpalp.
hitpol.
ho.
impf.
impv.
inf.

juss.

masc./m.

mp

ni.
nitp.
nitpal.
pal.
pass.
pf.
pi.
pil.
pilp.
plL
pol.
polp.
pte.

pu.

feminine
feminine plural
feminine singular
hiph¢il
hishtaph©el
hitpa‘el
hitp€alp®el
hitp©ol©el
hoph¢al

yigtol (imperfect)
imperative
infinitive

jussive
masculine
masculine plural
masculine singular
niph¢al

nitpa‘el
nitpcal®el

pa‘tlel

passive

qatal (perfect)
pi‘el

pilel

pilp®el

plural

polCel

polp€al
participle

pucal
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pul. pul€al

sg. singular

suf. suffix

wqtl. weqatal (sequential perfect)
wyqtl. wayyigtol (waw consecutive)
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1 1 Y black. (6)

a "W song. (78) m 7TIN] comely, seemly. (10)
b PZ?; to kiss. (32) gal impf. n 'I'I'STJ"'I’ (f) curtain. (54)

3ms + Ics suf. o 'll'mUW blackish. (1)
c TIE‘WJ (f) kiss. (2) p ﬂIg? to catch sight of, look on
4 T beloved, love, uncle. (61) (of eye). (3) qal pf. 3fs + Ics
e 1" scent, odour. (58) suf.
£ [P‘ﬁ] to make empty, empty 9 11 to be hot, scorch, burn.

out. (19) ho. impf. 3fs (11)
g ﬂfgb!} (f) young woman. (7) T M to keep. (9) qal pte. fs
h '[WTTJ to draw, drag. (36) qal abs.

n

2" how? (17)

t 737 to stretch oneself out, lie
down. (30)

u 777% midday, noon. (23)

impv. 2ms + 1cs suf.

i ﬁ'lﬁ' chamber, room. (38)

j '7’] to rejoice. (44)

k WM evenness, uprightness,
equity. (19)

1 3 T8 qal juss. 2mp + Ics suf.
1 27 qal pf. Scp + 2ms suf. 4 W qal pf. 3cp + Ics suf.
2 R8I hi. pf 3ms + Ics suf. 5 ['I'JJ] hi. impv. 2ms
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a i1@Y to wrap oneself, enwrap,
envelop. (15)

b 71!:7 flock, herd. (39)

¢ T3 united, associate,
companion. (12)

d 187 fair, beautiful, handsome.

(43)

e 2PY heel, footprint. (13)

£ T (f) kid. (1)

g 1990 (f) mare. (1)

h 37837 to be like, resemble.
(29) pi. pf. 1cs + 2fs suf.

i 77 (f) companion. (10)

j 7183 to be comely, befitting.
3)

k ’nb jaw, cheek. (21)

1 7P plait, turn. (4)

m IRV neck, back of neck. (40)

n 1977 string of beads. (1)

o 17123 (f) point. (1)

p 20N that which surrounds, or
is round. (5)

q 7 nard. (3)

r 17 scent, odour. (58)

117:3 bundle, parcel, pouch,

bag. (7)

t "M myrrh. (12)

u "7 beloved, love, uncle. (61)

v " breast. (21)

w ]1'7 to lodge, pass the night,
abide. (69)

X 51:278 cluster. (9)

y 755 henna. (2)

z ﬂ;i’ (f) dove. (33)

aal"W] pleasant, delightful. (11)

abWﬁS‘J (f) couch, bed. (10)

ac 1307 luxuriant, fresh. (19)

adnjﬁp (f) rafter, beam. (5)

ae 71& cedar. (73)

af @17 rafter, board. (1)

agh‘l'l; cypress. (1)

wn

1 xg: qal impv. 2fs

2 n?j qal ptc. mp abs.

Rl
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2 n 1308 (f) love. (40)

a nBE;U (f) meadow-saffron, o TR0 to lean, lay, rest,
crocus. (2) support. (48) pi. impv. 2mp

b 1P lily. (15) + Ics suf.

c jfj;‘: valley. (69) p W WR (f) raisin cake. (4)

d n-"-' brier, bramble; hook, q 87 to spread. (3) pi. impv.
ring, fetter. (11) 2mp + Ics suf.

e 1297 (f) companion. (10) r l-li_?':l to be weak, sick. (59)

t MR apple-tree, apple. (6) s PN left, left hand. (54)

g 75_75 wood, forest, thicket. t [P:n] to clasp, embrace. (13)
(56) pi. impf. Sfs + Ics suf.

h M1 beloved, love, uncle. (61) u "33 gazelle. (14)
i '73 shadow. (49) n'?:g (f) hind, doe. (8)
j TMNT to desire, take pleasure  w 1Y to rouse oneself, awake.

<

in. (21) (80)
k P']n@ sweet, sweetness. (12)  x I to rouse oneself, awake.
1 57 palate, roof of mouth. (80) pol. impf. 2mp
(18) y TR to delight in, desire. (74)

m i?J‘l' standard, banner. (14)

2 2 N2 qgal pte. ms abs.
1 RID hi. pf. 8ms + 1cs suf.
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a 577 to tread, march. (63)

b PP () bow. (76)

c [:3:] to take ones stand,
stand. (74) hi. wyqtl. 3ms +
lcs suf.

d 7788 (f) (1) guard, ward,
prison; (2) target. (16)

e P17 arrow. (44)

f 'l'”b: f) kidney. (31)

g 'I'BE]R (f) quiver for arrows.
(6)

h PI® laughter, derision. (15)

i 713" (f) music. (14)

j ﬁ-lfg bitter thing, bitter herb.

3)

k 117 to be saturated, drink
one’s fill. (14) hi. pf. 3ms +
1cs suf.

1 ﬂ;gi? (f) wormwood. (8)

m D7 to be crushed. (2)

n V3I7 gravel. (3)

o ]W (f) tooth, ivory. (55)

p [WBD] to make bent, press or
bend together. (1) hi. pf. 3ms
+ 1cs suf.

q 'IB& ashes. (22)

r T3} to reject, spurn. (19)

s ﬂ@; to forget. (6)

t n;ifb (f) welfare, benefit,
good. (64)

u nxi forever, enduring,

everlasting, eminence. (43)

nBR () hope. (6)

w " affliction, poverty. (36)

X 'ﬁﬁfg restlessness, straying.
(3)

y W8T bitter poison. (12)

z T to sink down. (3)

aa ['7!'!"] to wait; await. (40) hi.
impf. 1cs

<

1 S_?:g? hi. pf. 3ms + 1cs suf.
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a QPR to be complete, finished. | i yoke. (40)
(61) gal pf. Icp m QY32 youth, early life. (46)
b D”m_'m_ compassion. (39) n =173 isolation, separation.
c W new. (53) (10)
d TR (f) faithfulness, fidelity. o QI to silence, be speechless.
(49) (29)
e P'?l'l' portion, share, tract. P ‘7:_9; to lift, bear. (4)
(66) q "'_718 perhaps. (45)
f ['7”‘] to wait; await. (40) hi. v FTIPR (f) hope. (32)
impf. Ics s Hn: jaw, cheek. (21)
g [TI'IP] to wait for. (46) qal t TIBMT (f) reproach. (73)
ptc. mp con. + 3ms suf. u I3} to reject, spurn. (19)
h '7’]'[: waiting. (1) v [HJ‘] to suffer. (8) hi. pf. 3ms
i QI silence. (3) w Q177 to love; have

j n:gwn (f) deliverance, compassion. (47)
salvation. (34) x n;§7 to afflict, oppress,
k 733 man, strong man. (65) humble. (80)

1 Wj:l qal impf. 3fs + 3ms suf. 4 [;'DJ] hi. ptc. ms con. + 3ms
2 xg’; qal impf. 3ms suf.
8 ]D; qal impf. 3ms
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a TIIRM anything. (32) i 129 white. (29)
b W hire, wages. (28) k TIRM to lack, need, be lacking.
c 73? remembrance, memorial. (21)
(23) 1 i?:u"l vanity, vapour, breath.
d 1208 () love. (40) (73)
€ 'I'&JW (f) hating, hatred. (17) i?fTJSTJ trouble, labour, toil.
f 'm:’ (f) ardour, zeal, (55)
Jealousy (43) n '7?3? toiling. (5)
& j;? already. (9) ) ]13271'[ reckoning, account. (3)
h P'?l'[ portion, share, tract. p '7';5 light, swift, fleet. (13)
(66) q ]/"l'lfJ running, race. (1)
i 7137 to be pleased r _NZ?SJ wealth, riches. (37)

with, accept favourably. (57)

T PR qal pte. mp abs. 4 ﬂ@? qal inf. con.
2 SJ-_I': qal ptc. mp abs. 5 -['?D qal ptc. ms abs.
3 -II?U qal impv. 2ms 6 AW qal pf. 1cs
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113 favour, grace. (69)

5735 occurrence, chance. (2)

T &

¢ 7R to encounter, meet,
befall. (22)

d 37 fish. (19)

e TON to grasp, seize, take
possession. (68)

£ TN (f) net. (1)

g "B (f) bird. (40)

h TN to grasp, seize, take

possession. (68) gal pass. ptc.

fp abs.
i T8 snare, bird-trap. (25)
j WP: to lay a bait or lure, lay

snares. (8)

k nxna suddenly, suddenness.
(25)

1 71 this. (12)

m JBP small, young,
unimportant. (46)

n T8N siegeworks. (1)

o 1201 poor. (4)

P 71733 (f) strength, might.

(61)

113 to despise. (43) qal pass.

pte. fs abs.

r nni quietness, rest. (7)

YT (f) cry, outery. (19)

t 17”03 fool. (70)

u 37‘? battle, war. (10)

120 (f) welfare, benefit,

good. (64)

0

wn

<

1 SJ-_I: qal ptc. mp abs.
2 55; qal impf. 3fs
8 nfsj qal pf. 1cs

4 Nia qal pf. 3ms
5 :;9 qal pf. 3ms
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T3 (f) citadel, palace. (16) i "W tomorrow. (52)

a
b 73 to vex. (25) j "I Jewish. (75)
¢ i3 (f) spoil, booty. (10) k D7 (f) decree, law. (21)
d ﬂ'?'??_: (f) queen. (35) 1 ni?lj to hang. (28) qal juss.
e T rest, remnant. (26) 3mp
f 713778 (f) province. (53) m ['7.'!,7] to assemble, gather.
g ni?xw (f) request, petition. (38)

(14.) n I19 (f) resting-place, rest. (2)
h TIP3 request, entreaty. (8)
1 RID qal pf. Ims 70 ni. wyqtl. Sfs
2 X7 qal pass. ptc. mp abs. 8 2 qal ptc. mp con. + Smp
3903 nd. impf. 3ms suf.
4 ﬂ@? ni. juss. 3fs 9 8:@7 qal ptc. mp con. + 3mp
5 n@xj qal inf. con. suf.
6

n@? ni. inf. con.
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a TH3 (f) spoil, booty. (10) i T (f) part, portion. (14)

b T193 to rest, come to rest. (67) j 13" (f) province. (53)
¢ ﬂnWD feast, drink, banquet.  k zﬁp near. (77)

(46) 1 T7% to rest, come to rest. (67)
d "H.'l: Jewish. (75) qal pf. Scp
e ['71'|'P] to assemble, gather. m ]13: grief, sorrow. (14)
(38) n i?:g mourning. (24)
f 1B villager. (3) o 1ADR (f) gift. (17)
g TM72 (f) open region, hamlet. P 1138 in want, needy, poor.
(3) (61)
h l'_l"lsWD outstretching, q [i?:P] to receive, take. (13)
sending. (3)
1 :27: qal ptc. mp abs. 3 M qal pte. mp con. + Smp
2 ngﬂj qal ptc. mp abs. suf.

4 HPSJ qal inf. con.
5 [5'7”] hi. pf. 3cp
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PARADIGMS

qutullat base

Sg
Abs.  TIIR
Cons nfﬂﬁ
Suf. RN

PlL
it
it

DI

qVtal base

Sg.
Abs. 202
Cons. 202

Suf. 203

PL
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LAMED HE VERBS

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
lcs
3cp
2mp
2fp
lcp

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
lcs
3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp
lep

Qal

M3
g
iz
jghiial
niz
12
ooz
!
gy

gF=)
gF=ly
2F=iy
330
ge=h
ghimy
m3ian
ghimlg)
FEely
ar=r

Niphe€al

gt
giab=H
i
n"23
"n"333
Ceimb
=igihinb
L=
b

2r=
gPely
aF=i
"2
maay
13
e
Ehiolg)
mian
M3

Pil Pufal  HitpaCel
qatal (Perfect)
M2 M3 mEnT
TR TN AngEnn
miz iz oo
M3 iz o
™in iz oiann
13 23 Halyhy
DOM3  OOYD  ODNEnT
R e = iy
Wiz Wiz wiann
yiqtol ﬁawmw?os
M2 MR I
MmN MmID TEnn
I AN IO
IR R by
TN AN e
ihimp - Halgl
mpin TRiEn myiEnn
WID WIN NN
mpian mpian Triaon
TR TR N

Hipheil

gty
k=i
i
iy
nian
Gty
alyiemly
=i
Wi

gF=
gy
gr=
=iy
gr=t
ghimy
myian
Ehimlg)
ian
gr=r

Hoph€al

=
=i
=iy
=i
™iaT
=l
=iyl iy
=
iR

ge=
gP=iy
ar=id
330
=
137
ary=ly
=l
Eels
gr=r
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fs

mp

133
n2
min

niaa
bk

ghi
o3
12
jghhial

3
o3
ol
N3
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m3an
=ty
n3n
T

niaan

1323

333
o033
gr=r
gihmb

Imperative

M3 pHkiyiy
13 20
N2 123077
myis mpienn

Infinitive Construct
jghbiol gibial UJuUUJ
Infinitive Absolute
npiol M2 _Juuﬂﬂ
Active wmwﬁo.%_m

Mo Mo
o33 0°33mn
Ty Tz
niaan igiFiaigla)
Passive Participle

My

033

M

nfaan

wayyiqtol (Waw O.ozmmocﬁ,\mv

12

= I e

ity
=ty
ghimby)
mia

Rt N

g =T by

iis
0°32n
ieis
niaon
imis
0°330
M
gyemin
129



153 GLOSSARY

-

WWSD according as, as,
when. (512)

732 to be heavy, honour.
(115)

'ﬁ:; glory, honour. (200)
71D thus, here. (576)
]TI': priest. (750)

[173] to be fixed, firm,
established. (218)

T2 strength, power.
(125)

2 except, if, but rather.

“mx (148)
"2 for, that, because.
(4329)

‘73 all, every, the whole.

(5413)

ﬂ"?; to complete, finish,
end. (204)

”‘7: vessel, implement,
weapon. (325)

'I?DD like, as. (142)

12 thus, so. (739)

532 (f) wing, edge,
extremity. (109)

XPD throne, seat of
honour. (135)

[HOD] to cover, conceal.
(152)

r]05 silver, money. (403)

A1 to be good, well,
pleasing. (112)

™ wine. (141)
'7:: to be able, prevail.
(193)

'li?: to bear, bring forth,
beget. (497)

7‘7: child, son, boy, youth.
(89)
2 sea. (396)

1137 (f) right hand. (140)
B0 to add. (209)

3P§72 Jacob. (349)

N3 to go out, come out.
(1068)
N7 to fear. (329)

772 to go down, descend.
(379)

D'_égﬂﬁ” Jerusalem. (643)

%" there is, there are.
(138)

327: to sit, remain, dwell.
(1082)

[9@7’] to deliver, save. (206)

7@7: straight, right,
upright. (119)

‘7&?@7" Israel. (2506)
[711’] to remain over. (107)
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271 wilderness, desert.
(270)
i1l what? how? (746)

2RIM Moab. (181)

“I21 appointed time, place,

meeting. (223)
DY death. (157)
I to die. (836)
M3 altar. (401)

1AM encampment, camp.
(216)
) water. (579)

") who? (423)
R to be full, fill. (250)
'[?5‘7?_3 angel, messenger.
(213)

n;x‘?f; (f) occupation, work.
(167)

FIRTDM (£) war, battle. (319)

[DBD] to slip away, be
delivered, escape.
(95)

"[i?fg to reign, become king.

(347)
728 king. (2522)
n’l:i?f; (f) royalty, reign,
kingdom. (91)

oMY (1) kingdom,
dominion. (117)
“12 from, out of. (1226)

F2 (f) hand, palm, sole.
(193)
Q72 vineyard. (92)

P72 to cut off, cut down.
(289)
AD2 to write. (225)

17

i? to, for, at. (4463)
§5 not. (5186)

:‘_? heart, mind, will,
inner being. (594)

3;‘7 inner man, mind, will,
heart. (252)

Wni? to put on, clothe,
wear. (110)

Dﬂ% bread, food. (298)
127 night. (233)

'D‘? to capture, seize,
take. (121)

'I'f_Ji? to learn, teach. (86)

ﬂl?i? to take, capture.
(966)

]W?‘? tongue, language.
(117)

o

fa out of, from. (98)

'I'&?J very, exceedingly,
much. (300)
81 (f) hundred. (578)



