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Introduction

This is a Hebrew reader for The Minor Prophets. It is designed
as a useful cost-efficient tool for two groups of people. First, for
students learning Biblical Hebrew after a year’s worth of study
this series provides the material to grow in reading ability from
the primary texts. Second, this series is designed for pastors,
rabbis, scholars, and curious lay people looking to refresh their
Hebrew, or use them in preparation for their work of study,
preaching, and teaching.

The book immerses the reader in the biblical texts in order to
build confidence reading Biblical Hebrew as quickly as possi-
ble. The transition from translating basic sentences to reading
whole passages and books is a steep learning curve that can be
discouraging to students. To help bridge this gap, the reader’s
generous glosses enable the student with only one year’s worth
of vocabulary to begin reading whole passages. Specifically,
all uncommon words that occur 80 times or fewer in the Bible
are glossed as footnotes. This enables the reader to continue
reading every passage unhindered. Therefore, the book com-
plements traditional language grammars and is especially ideal
for beginner and intermediate students learning to read Bib-
lical Hebrew. However, even advanced readers will appreciate
the glossing of the rare words, since it saves time reading the
text.
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INTRODUCTION viii

The Minor Prophets, or the book of the Twelve as it is also
known is a collection of twelve shorter works. These are Hosea,
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. They were popu-
lar books found in large numbers among the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Some Scrolls, such as Pesher Habakkuk, are our first commen-
taries on biblical books. Jonah is often the first book a student
will read, but many of the others are among the most difficult
books of the Hebrew Bible.

How to use this reader

In order to aid the reader and simplify the reading process, this
book contains a collection of useful data around and within the
main body of text. Information includes:

e The glossing of uncommon words that the reader might not
know or struggle to recall.

o The morphological parsing of difficult forms.
o Potentially difficult proper nouns shaded in grey.

¢ Qere readings are listed with vowels in the margins

This reader includes basic glosses and morphology when rel-
evant in footnotes. These are displayed in two separate lev-
els of footnotes. The primary level contains the glosses of all
the rarer words, and if necessary their morphology. The sec-
ondary level is only for displaying complex morphology of com-
mon words that might be useful for beginner and intermediate
readers.



ix INTRODUCTION

Glossing

All uncommon words are glossed with English translation pos-
sibilities in the primary footnotes. These less frequent words
are defined as those that occur 80 times or fewer in the Hebrew
Bible. It is assumed that after one year’s study, a student will
know the common words. These 468 distinct lexemes occur
10,744 times in The Minor Prophets. This accounts for 74.9%
of the 14,354 Hebrew words found in the books.! An alpha-
betical list of these common words may be consulted in the
glossary found among the appendices of this book.

For example, in Genesis 1:1, we encounter the word D‘W&j;ﬂa.
The word is uncommon, occurring only 51 times in the He-
brew Bible. Therefore, it is glossed in the primary footnotes.
The lexeme behind the word is in bold type IR™. After the
underlying lexeme, basic English glosses are supplied followed
by the frequency of the lexeme in the Hebrew Bible in paren-
theses. These glosses contain the main translation possibilities
for the word. They are consistent throughout the reader, not
context specific. This means they are suitable for memorising
as the readers works through the book. It also means a reader
learns not to depend too heavily upon glosses, given a word
can have an unusual, or very specific meaning determined by
the context.

The glosses are primarily those of BDB.2 I have lightly updated
the language and translations offered. The glosses offer the
more common translations of the words, though context is key
for meaning. Given these glosses are primarily for the general
reader, a dictionary such as HALOT is recommended where

! According to the Westminster Leningrad Codex base text and MorphHB
parsing scheme adopted by this book.

2 Frances Brown, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs. The Brown-Driver-
Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon. With an appendiz containing the
Biblical Aramaic. London: Oxford University Press, 1906.

a DYNT (f) first, beginning, chief.
(51)
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exegetical points are under question.? These glosses are spelled
according to British English.

The primary footnotes are alphabetical, not numerical. They
restart at a on every new page and chapter. If a word appears
multiple times in a single page, then subsequent occurrences
will refer to the first gloss using the same alphabetical footnote
mark. For example, n‘z?xj;a n*w‘xj;a.

Verbs that primarily occur in stems other than Qal and do
not occur in the Qal stem in the gatal or yigqtol moods are
listed without vowels and in square brackets. Even if a verb
generally does not occur in Qal, but exists in the Qal stem in
either gatal or yiqtol moods, even if only once, then I retain the
vowels. Hence you will find ['[73], because even though it is
common in the Qal passive participle form 5173, it is primarily
found in the Pi®el stem, and never occurs in Qal gatal or yigtol.

Parsing

Difficult word forms are parsed in the footnotes. For uncom-
mon words these are supplied alongside the gloss, for example,
Tll?f.b This indicates the form 727 is a niph®al jussive third-
person masculine plural from the verb [;'HP]. For common
words that contain a difficult form, a secondary set of foot-
notes are supplied. These footnotes contain no glosses as the
reader is expected to know the basic glosses. Instead only the
underlying lexeme in the present tense is displayed with the
relevant morphological parsing. For example, in Genesis 1:22
37:7.1 is a jussive form, from the pe-yod verb 27). Unlike

3 Ludwig Kohler et al., eds. The Hebrew and Aramaic Lezicon of the Old
Testament (2 Volumes). Leiden: Brill, 2001

a DMWINT (f) first, beginning, chief. b [ﬂ'lP] to collect. (2) ni. juss.
(51) Smp

1 n;j qal juss. 3ms



Abbreviations

lcp

lcs

2cp
2fp
2fs
2mp
2ms

2p

3cp
3fp
3fs
3mp
3ms
3p
abs.
coh.

com./c.

const. /con.

d.

first person

first-person common plural
first-person common singular
second person

third-person common plural
second-person feminine plural
second-person feminine singular
second-person masculine plural
second-person masculine singular
second-person plural

third person

third-person common plural
third-person feminine plural
third-person feminine singular
third-person masculine plural
third-person masculine singular
third-person plural

absolute

cohortative

common (gender)

construct

dual
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ABBREVIATIONS

xXvi

fem. /f.
fp

fs

hi.
hisht.
hitp.
hitpalp.
hitpol.
ho.
impf.
impv.
inf.

juss.

masc./m.

mp

ni.
nitp.
nitpal.
pal.
pass.
pf.
pi.
pil.
pilp.
plL
pol.
polp.
pte.

pu.

feminine
feminine plural
feminine singular
hiph¢il
hishtaph©el
hitpa‘el
hitp€alp®el
hitp©ol©el
hoph¢al

yigtol (imperfect)
imperative
infinitive

jussive
masculine
masculine plural
masculine singular
niph¢al

nitpa‘el
nitpcal®el

pa‘tlel

passive

qatal (perfect)
pi‘el

pilel

pilp®el

plural

polCel

polp€al
participle

pucal



xvii ABBREVIATIONS

pul. pul€al

sg. singular

suf. suffix

wqtl. weqatal (sequential perfect)
wyqtl. wayyigtol (waw consecutive)






DT

MWD INDTID VIR T N | T2 1
QY27 R T ~:‘7r: MIPIIY TN O Y
bmw -[‘m URTTID

2 PYITR MR ANRn 2

=i
T TN

VTN 1T TR

ReleihifalvY -[‘7 e 12

PIST D TR

113 35775m M 00527 ND I R ot 3

=0 =

vYRn 7Y
NI PETHY
o732 M

tORYTD 5Py

v‘?g; T N 4

ORI Y RP

ORYIT WO *zﬁ-rpéw
o P em:‘vr:r: PRI

N7

i')&WW‘ fﬂw‘? Igh) *m:ww

35 8M N2 T9m Ty camm e

Ti5 iR KD 03
D77 NN NP3
D ORRYim

BTN TR N
SR RN o
bR T DTN

1
a ;'I"?ﬂn (f) beginning. (22)
b B fornication. (12)
¢ i1 to conceive, become
pregnant. (43) qal wyqtl. 3fs
d n;{? to cease, desist, rest.
(69)

e PIoSmm (1)
dominion, reign. (9)

f nWP (f) bow. (76)

g P?JSJ valley. (69)

h Drﬁ to love; have
compassion. (47)

kingdom,

1
1 -li?a qal impv. 2ms
2 ﬂ‘?i? qal wygtl. 3ms

3 FIQY hi. impf. Ics
4 xtp; qal impf. 1cs
5 [SJW’] hi. wqtl. 1cs + Smp suf.
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a DR (£) bow. (76)
b WIB horseman. (52)
3 to deal fully with; to
wean; to ripen. (37)
d 31717 to conceive, become
pregnant. (43) qal wyqtl. 3fs
2
a S sand. (23)
b T to measure. (51)
c Q77 to love; have
compassion. (47)

d 2" to strive, contend. (67)

e "3 fornication. (12)

f FIERI adultery. (1)

g "M breast. (21)

h DW@ to strip off, make a
dash, raid. (43) hi. impf. Ics
+ 5fs suf.

i D'.I'ISTJ naked. (16)

j [JE"] to set, place. (16) hi.
wqtl. 1cs + 3fs suf.

1 [S?WI"] hi. impf. 1cs + 3mp

2
1 -li?: ni. inf. con. + 3fs suf.
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ek
a iMX (f) dryness, drought. (16) i "ﬂPW drink. (2)
b NIX thirst. (17) j '[127 to hedge or fence up,
¢ BT to love; have about. (2) gal ptc. ms abs.
compassion. (47) k "® thorn, hook. (5)
d @™ fornication. (12) 1 73 to wall up, wall off. (10)
e W:: to be dry, dried up, m 7177 (f) wall. (11)
wither. (73) hi. pf. 3fs n 712301 (f) path, pathway. (20)
f 317)i] to conceive, become o [me] to reach, overtake,
pregnant. (43) qal ptc. fs con. attain. (50) hi. impf. 3fs
+ 3mp suf. P 137 corn, grain. (40)
g 7?3& wool. (16) q Y9P new wine. (38)
h nWé flax, linen. (16) r T713? fresh oil. (23)
1 W qal pf. 1cs + Sfs suf. 6 27 pi. pte. mp con. + 3fs
2 I qal wqtl. 1cs + 3fs suf. suf.
3 DM hi. wqtl. 1cs + Sfs suf. 7 [WP:] pi. wqtl. 3fs + 3mp
4 :"-RS pi. ptc. mp con. + Ilcs suf.
suf. 8 7127 hi. pf. Ics

5 ]Ij; qal ptc. mp con. 9 ni?l? qal wqtl. 1cs
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a n'ﬂb; (f) exile. (15) i 7173V (f) overflow, arrogance,

b Dbg’ complete, safe. (28) fur}:, (34)

c 1IN citadel. (32) j T133 forever, enduring,

d TBR to grasp, support, everlasting, eminence. (43)
attain. (21) k SJ[?; to break up, split open.

e n’ﬁﬁw (f) remnant, (51) gal inf. con. + 3mp suf.
remainder. (66) 1 778 (f) pregnant. (15)

f QM7 compassion. (39) m 2777 to be or grow wide,

g F)M to tear, rend, pluck. (25) enlarge. (25)
h ¥ perpetuity, for ever. (51)

1 .'l'?; hi. inf. con. + Imp suf. 4 TR hi. inf. con. + 3mp suf.
2 :27: qal ptc. ms abs. 5 BT qal inf. con. + 3ms suf.
3 2W hi. impf. lcs + Sms suf. © VW qal pf. Ims + 3fs suf.
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a NX? to kindle, set on fire. c ]mrg roar (of waters), uproar.
(29) hi. wqtl. Ics (18)
b ]1?3'!&5 citadel. (32) d ¥R (f) shout, alarm. (36)
¢ TR () shout, alarm. (36) e TBY trumpet, horn. (72)
d 75_76 tempest. (8) f ORI to reject, despise. (74)
eS80 (f) storm wind. (15) qal inf. con. + 3mp suf.
f ﬂl?'iﬂ (f) exiles, exile, g ¥R to err, wander, go
captivity. (43) astray. (50) hi. wyqtl. 3mp +
2 3mp suf.
a T lime, whitewash. (4) h ]2 lie, falsehood, deceptive
b 1PN citadel. (32) thing. (29)
2 2 ’]1_27 qal inf. con. + 3ms suf.

120 hi. impf. 1cs + 3ms suf.
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a 7133 to count, number, assign, h Q7P East, east wind. (69)
appoint. (28) pi. wyqtl. 3ms i "W‘ﬁl_'l sultry, scorching. (1)
b ﬂ?'ﬂn (f) worm, scarlet stuff. j [EIBSJ] to cover. (5)

(39) k O to pity, have compassion.
c WUFZ’ dawn. (24) (24) qal pf. 2ms
d PR () the morrow. (32) 1 '7?333 to labour, toil. (11)
e ]1’;?‘;3 plant. (5) m 937 (f) ten thousand, myriad.
f W3AY to be dry, dried up, (11)

wither. (73) n NI left, left hand. (54)

g 7 to rise, come forth. (18)

1 ,'li?g qal inf. con. 4 :f_D: hi. inf. abs.
2 [I-DJ] hi. wyqtl. 3fs 5 i7-_|'g pi. pf. 2ms + 3ms suf.
8 [I-DJ] hi. wyqtl. 3ms
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1
a M0 to see, behold. (51)

b 327‘? to incline the ear, listen,

pay attention. (46)

c NBD fulness, that which fills.
(38)

d "I¥ witness, testimony,
evidence. (70)

e '7;"” temple, palace. (80)

f 5727 to tread, march. (63)

g [OOD] to dissolve, melt. (21)

h Pnﬁ valley. (69)

i YP3 to break up, split open.
(51)

j 297 wax. (4)

k [WJJ] to pour, flow, run. (10)

1 179 descent, slope. (5)

m Y ruin, heap of ruins. (4)

n VBR place, or act of planting,
plantation. (6)

o ['lJJ] to pour, flow, run. (10)
hi. wqtl. 1cs

p 8 valley. (60)

q 'ﬁo? (f) foundation, base.
(20)

r 99D idol. (24)

s D3 to beat, crush by
beating. (17) ho. impf. 3mp

t a0 hire of harlot. (11)

1
1 n::l qal juss. 3ms

2 813: qal ptc. ms abs.
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5o N5
wnn-[:ﬂ; ad\wn::m ‘-”r:i?
13 leopard. (6) r PU@? to laugh, jest. (36)
70 to be sharp, keen. (4) s 723 to heap up. (7)
qal pf. Scp t ﬂl?l:l to pass on or away, pass
:&T wolf. (7) through. (28)
WD to spring about. (3) gal u DZ??S to offend, be guilty. (35)
pf. 3cp v W this. (15)
WAB horseman. (52) w D'liﬁ front, east. (61)
T to fly. (29) x 13 rock, cliff. (77)
7273 eagle. (26) y [ﬂ:”] to decide, reprove,
WA to haste, make haste. rebuke. (59) hi. inf. con.
(18) qal ptc. ms abs. z TR to found, establish. (42)
OIIT violence, wrong. (60) qal pf. 2ms + 3ms suf.
73 (f) assembling. (1) aa I clean, pure. (1)
O™IR East, east wind. (69) abLm::] to look. (69)
'7“-! sand. (23) ac 1Y trouble, labour, toil.
AW captivity, captives. (47) (55)
[OSP] to mock, scoff. (4) ad|®31] to look. (69) hi. impf.
117 to be weighty, judicious, 2ms
con.lmanding. (6) ae 133 to act or deal
PR object of derision. (1) treacherously. (49)

82N fortification. (37)

1 5‘?3 qal pf. 3cp 3 DWW qal pf. 2ms + Sms suf.
2 722 qal wyqtl. 3ms + 3fs suf. 4 1187 qal inf. con.
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a W'H:l' to be silent, deaf. (47) m 873 fat. (13)
b SJI?; to swallow up, consume. D [P“‘] to make empty, empty

(49) out. (19)
c 37 fish. (19) o i??_Jl:l’ to spare. (41)
d Wfﬁél creeping things. (17) 2
e TI'QU (f) hook fastened in jaw, a DWTSWTJ (f) guard, watch,
fish-hook. (3) charge. (78)
f 773 to drag, drag away. (5) b [33’] to station oneself, take
qal impf. 3ms + 3ms suf. stand. (48)
g Dﬁﬁ net. (9) c -l'ixf_; siege, siege work. (26)
h nﬁfs:f: (f) net, fishing-net. d B3 to watch, spy. (35)
(2). - e nlj_sﬁﬂ (f) argument, reproof.
i '7’] to rejoice. (44) (24)
j ]Dg? fat, robust. (10) f ]T”:l vision. (35)
k P ﬁ portion, share, tract. & E;)x:] to make distinct, plain.

(66)

1 '7;8?_3 food. (30) h r_ﬂb tablet, board, plank. (43)

1 ﬂ@? qal wyqtl. 2ms 1 787 qal inf. con.
2 FIOR qal impf. 3ms + 3ms suf. 2 71 qal wyqtl. 3ms + Ics suf.
2
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a LW'I'SJ] to lack, fail. (7)

b ¥ unjust, unrighteous one.

(5)

c nWﬁ (f) shame. (31)

d M8 (f) corner. (29)

e 27 to be waste, desolate.
(22)

f "73 without, not. (58)

g [ﬂ"l'x] to lay waste. (1)

h TP discipline, chastening,
correction. (50)

i ﬂ;ﬂn (f) dwelling, habitation.
(10)

j 128 surely, truly, indeed. (18)

k [Q2W] to rise early. (65)

1 ni?"ﬁ’ (f) wantonness, deed.
(24)

m [ﬂ:ﬂ] to wait, await. (14)

n "1¥ booty, prey. (3)

) I:I;?f indignation. (22)

P '['l'll:l' (burning of) anger. (41)

mRIP (f) ardour, zeal,

jealousy. (43)

773 to purify, select. (18)

DDW shoulder. (21)

DY worshipper. (1)

}”15 to scatter, be dispersed.

(62) qal pass. ptc. ms con. +

e}

o & w o=

1ecs suf.

v ['73‘] to conduct, bear along.
(18) hi. impf. 3mp +
paragogic nun suf.

1B qal impf. 3ms
2 U qal pte. ms abs.
3 2 qal pte. ms abs.
4 ﬂ'i?i? qal impf. 2fs

5 I:HP qal inf. con. + Ics suf.
6 ?;Q qal inf. con. + Ics suf.
73V qal inf. con. + 3ms suf.
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(24)

17@7? to rebel, transgress. (41)

T"?S_J exultant, jubilant. (7)

ITIRA (f) majesty, pride. (19)

133 to be high, proud,

exalted. (34)

*I® poor, afflicted, humble.

(76)

g '7'_[ low, poor, weak, thin.
(47)

h 19K to seek refuge. (37)

i n"ﬁxw (f) remnant,

remainder. (66)

wantonness, deed.

o A o o

-

j W (1)
unrighteousness, wrong. (31)

k 22 lie, falsehood, deceptive
thing. (29)

1 PTR (f) deceitfulness. (5)

m 737 to stretch oneself out, lie
down. (30)

n 7707 to tremble, be terrified.
(39)

o 137 to cry out, sing for joy.
(53) qal impv. 2fs

p [917] to raise a shout, cry
out. (44)

q 7'_7;7 to exult. (16)

r 187 to sink down, relax. (46)
qal juss. 3mp

injustice,

LAY hi. impf. 2fs

2 M qal pte. ms con. + 2fs
suf.

3 [S’W"] hi. impf. 3ms
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1 h QR to consider, purpose,
a ’J‘DW eighth. (28) devise. (13) qal pf. 3ms
b "IBP to be angry, wroth. (34) ; i,i?w; deed, practice. (41)
c r]BP wrath. (28) j ’ﬂWS} eleven. (19)
d '7'7!7?3 deed, practice. (41) k 227 to ride, mount and ride.
e :WP to incline the ear, listen, (7'8)
pay attention. (46) 1 Q7 red. (7)
£ 718 where? (46) m Q7] myrtle. (6)
g [JWJ] to reach, overtake, n n'?BTJ (f) glen, valley. (1)
attain. (50) o P sorrel. (1)

p 129 white. (29)

1 3 ntpg qal inf. con.
1 H:U qal juss. 2mp 4 ngj qal pf. 1cs
2 ['1'”3] pi. pf. Ics
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3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
lcs
3cp
2mp
2fp
lcp

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
lcs
3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp
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Suffixes on Imperfects

3ms 3fs 2ms 2fs les
TNDSJ‘ TIWSJH TIWSJD ”TIWSJD TIWSJS

les "y wyn

2ms TP TPYR TOVN
2 TOPN
3ms ITHY nyn RPN
3t TP mbn e
2mp

3mp DY oy oy

3mp  3fp 2mp 2fp lcp
WL WYY WL WMWY wwl

les MDY by

2fs

3ms 73@793
3fs by mby
2mp

3mp
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PARADIGMS

Synopsis of Hebrew Verbs in Qal

Pf.
a3
=l
o8

migk]

Impf.
aho;

03

Impv.
ah3

-3y

Inf.
Cons.

mlgio)
b
1o
mlgil
5l
N3
g)hiol
Dy

73

Inf.
Abs.
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i
T
i
i
i
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2130

Ptc.
ans
=t
7o
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3a)

M3
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P>
O
e
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