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Introduction

This is a facing parallel edition for mishnah: Seder Tahorot. The
purpose of this book is to encourage students and scholars to read and
the Mishnah. The book displays the Hebrew Mishnah alongside a facing
English translation for comparison.

Introduction

The Mishnah is the earliest comprehensive compilation of rabbinic law.
These were formulated around the year 200 but derived from earlier
teaching. Its title means study by repetition in the sense of learning and
teaching (m.Abot 3.7) and oral instruction (t.Ber 2.12 L. 8).} In rabbinic
Hebrew, mishnah (HQWD) is the noun form of the verb [T, ‘to repeat’,
or ‘to learn’ (for example, Abot 2.4; 3.3). It comprised interpretations
of scripture (midrash), legal rulings (halakhot), and haggadot (non-
halakhic material).? Later on, a new idea drew from the biblical use
of 7130 in Deut 17:18 (‘a copy’ of the Torah) and saw the Mishnah as a
‘second’ or parallel Torah. The opening line of tractate Avot, provides an
explicit apologetic framework for the authority of oral Torah as found in
the Mishnah. Avot 1.1 presents a chain of transmission in which ‘Moses
received the Torah at Sinai and handed it on to Joshua, Joshua to the
elders, the elders to the prophets, and the prophets to the men of the
Great Assembly.’ This formulation serves to legitimise the existence of
an authoritative oral corpus by rooting it in Sinai itself. By asserting
that oral teaching was transmitted continuously alongside the written
Torah, the rabbis justify the very category of Mishnah.3

1See H. L. Strack and Giinter Stemberger, Introduction to the Talmud and
Midrash, trans. Markus Bockmuehl (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996). p 109.
2See Strack p 109, though note there is very little haggadah.

3 Neusner, Rabbinic Literature: An Essential Guide (Nashville: Abingdon Press,
2005) p 8.
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viii INTRODUCTION

Structure and Contents

Like the Talmuds, the Mishnah is divided into six orders (sedarim), each
containing multiple tractates (masechtot), which are further subdivided
into chapters and paragraphs (mishnayot). The six orders are:

1. Zera®im (Seeds) — agricultural laws, blessings, and prayer
MoCed (Festival Days) — festivals and Sabbath regulations
Nashim (Women) — marriage, divorce, and family law

Nezigin (Damages) — civil and criminal law, property, and ethics

AT

Qodashim (Holy Things) — sacrificial rites, Temple procedures, and
dietary laws

6. Tohorot (Purities) — purity and impurity regulations

This structure is not merely topical but conceptual. It reflects a rabbinic
worldview in which daily life, ritual practice, social relations, and
sacred space are all governed by divine law. Even after the destruction
of the Temple, the Mishnah devotes an entire order to sacrificial
worship, preserving the legal memory of a cult no longer practiced.
This preservation is not antiquarian; it expresses the conviction that
the Torah’s commandments remain eternally valid, even when their
fulfilment is temporarily suspended.

1. Zera®im (Seeds) — agricultural law, blessings,
prayer

Berakhot Blessings, Shema, prayer, liturgical rules.

Pe’ah Leaving the corner of the field for the poor;
agricultural charity.

Demai Produce of doubtful tithing status.

Kilayim Forbidden mixtures: seeds, animals, garments.

Shevi’it Sabbatical year laws.

Terumot Priestly offerings.

Ma‘aserot First tithes.

Ma‘aser Sheni Second tithe and its redemption.

Hallah Doughoffering.

Orlah Forbidden fruit of first three years.

Bikkurim Firstfruits offerings.
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2. Mo‘ed (Festival) — Sabbath and festival law

Shabbat

Eruvin

Pesahim
Shekalim
Yoma

Sukkah
Beitzah

Rosh Hashanah
Ta‘anit
Megillah

Mo‘ed Katan
Hagigah

Sabbath prohibitions and permitted actions.
Legal fictions enabling movement/carrying on
Shabbat.

Passover laws and the paschal sacrifice.
Halfshekel Temple tax.

Yom Kippur rituals, especially the High Priest’s
service.

Festival of Sukkot: booths, lulav, rituals.
Festivalday work rules.

New Year, calendar, shofar.

Communal fasts for drought and crisis.

Purim, public Torah reading.

Intermediate festival days (Hol haMoed).
Pilgrimage offerings.

3. Nashim (Women) — marriage, divorce, vows

Yevamot
Ketubbot
Nedarim
Nagzir
Sotah
Gittin
Qiddushin

Levirate marriage and related kinship laws.
Marriage contracts and financial obligations.
Vows and their annulment.

Nazirite vows.

Suspected adultery ritual; related laws.
Divorce documents and procedures.

Betrothal and acquisition in marriage.
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4. Neziqin (Damages) — civil/criminal law, courts,

ethics

Bava Kamma,
Bava Metzia
Bava Batra
Sanhedrin
Makkot
Shevuot
Eduyot
Avodah Zarah
Avot

Horayot

Damages, torts, liability.

Property, loans, lost objects, labour law.
Real estate, inheritance, partnerships.
Courts, judicial procedure, capital law.
Flogging, false witnesses, cities of refuge.
Oaths and penalties.

Testimonies of early sages; legal precedents.
Relations with idolaters; prohibited benefit.
Ethical maxims of the sages.

Erroneous rulings by courts; sinofferings.

5. Qodashim (Holy Things) — sacrificial law, Temple

procedures

Zevahim
Menahot
Hullin
Bekhorot
Arakhin
Temurah
Keritot
Me‘ilah
Tamid
Middot

Qinnim

Animal sacrifices.

Grain offerings.

Nonsacred slaughter; dietary laws.

Firstborn animals and humans.

Vows of valuation.

Substitution of sacrificial animals.

Offences punishable by karet; required offerings.
Misuse of sacred property.

Daily Temple service.

Measurements and layout of the Temple.

Birdofferings and their combinations.
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6. Tohorot (Purities) — ritual purity and impurity

Kelim Degrees of impurity; vessels.

Oholot Impurity from corpses; tentlaw.
Negaim Skin diseases (sara‘at).

Parah Red heifer ritual.

Tohorot Minor impurities.

Miqva’ot Ritual baths.

Niddah Menstrual impurity.

Makhshirin Liquids enabling impurity.

Zavim Genital discharges.

Tevul Yom One who immersed but awaits sunset.
Yadayim Handimpurity; scribal decrees.
Uktzin Stalks and attachments transmitting impurity.

Historical Setting

The Mishnah arises from a period of profound upheaval. The destruction
of the Second Temple in 70 CE, followed by the Bar Kokhba revolt
(132-135 CE), removed the central institutions that had been the focus
of Jewish religious life. The priesthood, sacrificial worship, and the
Jerusalemcentred legal system were no longer viable. In their void,
came the rabbinic movement — a loose network of sages (tannaim)
and their disciples — which sought to preserve, interpret, and adapt
inherited traditions under different circumstances. These traditions
were understood to include not only the written Torah (Bible) but also
a body of orally transmitted laws, customs, and exegetical principles.

For generations, these teachings circulated orally in the academies of
Yavneh, Usha, and Sepphoris. They were attributed to named sages —
Hillel, Shammai, Rabban Gamaliel, Rabbi Akiva, Rabbi Meir, and many
others — whose debates and rulings formed the backbone of rabbinic legal
discourse. Yet oral transmission alone proved increasingly fragile. The
dispersion of scholars, the decline of central authority, and the sheer
volume of material created the risk of fragmentation. The Mishnah
emerges as a response to this crisis: an attempt to stabilise the tradition
without abandoning its fundamentally oral character.
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The Language of the Mishnah: Mishnaic
Hebrew

The language of the Mishnah — Mishnaic Hebrew — is the natural
historical development of Biblical Hebrew into the Roman period.* It is
not an artificial pseudo-Hebrew but the next diachronic stage of Hebrew,
already anticipated in the linguistic profile of late biblical books such
as Chronicles, Qoheleth, Esther, and Daniel. Features that appear
sporadically in Late Biblical Hebrew — the decline of the wayyigtol
(wawconsecutive), increased use of analytic constructions, participial
periphrasis, and noticeable Aramaic influence — become the norm
in Mishnaic Hebrew. The language reflects the spoken environment
of Romanperiod Palestine: morphology is simplified, syntax is more
flexible, and Aramaic contact leaves clear traces. The result is a
vernacular Hebrew dialect in active use, which the Mishnah preserves in
a relatively stable literary form without transforming it into a technical
legal register.

Literary Style and Modes of Reasoning

The Mishnah’s literary style is terse, it presents laws in acompressed,
almost aphoristic form, often without explicit scriptural grounding or
narrative context. This concision reflects its origins in oral pedagogy:
the Mishnah was designed to be memorised, recited, and debated.

The Mishnah’s reasoning is primarily casuistic. Rather than offering
abstract principles, it presents concrete cases: ‘If one deposits produce
with his neighbour...,” ‘If a woman vows...,” ‘If an ox gores.... These cases
function as paradigms from which broader rules may be inferred. The
text rarely explains its logic; instead, it juxtaposes rulings, leaving the
reader (or student) to discern the underlying principles. This feature
is precisely what invited the later development of the Gemara, where
amoraic sages unpack, question, and systematize the mishnaic material.

The Mishnah as a Social and Cultural
Document
Beyond its legal content, the Mishnah offers a window into the social

world of early rabbinic Judaism. It reflects concerns about agriculture,
commerce, family life, ritual purity, and communal governance. It

4M.H. Segal was correct in this identification one hundred years ago. See, Segal
A Grammar of Mishnaic Hebrew 1927.
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presupposes a society in which rabbis, householders, priests, and artisans
interact within a shared halakhic framework. At the same time, the
Mishnah constructs an idealised vision of Jewish life — one in which
rabbinic norms are central, even if they were not universally practiced.

The Mishnah also encodes the values of the rabbinic elite: the
importance of study, the authority of tradition, and the centrality of
legal reasoning. Its discussions of ethics (especially in Awvot), its concern
for fair dealing, and its emphasis on intentionality reveal a moral vision
that extends beyond strict legalism.

Transmission and Reception

The Mishnah became the foundational text for rabbinic study. In the
academies of Palestine and Babylonia, amoraic sages produced extensive
commentaries — the Jerusalem Talmud and the Babylonian Talmud —
which transformed the Mishnah into the core of a vast interpretive
tradition. Medieval commentators such as Rashi and Maimonides
further shaped its reception, while later halakhic codes (e.g., the
Shulhan Arukh) distilled its rulings into normative law.

The Mishnah and the New Testament

The Mishnah’s influence extends beyond Judaism. It is a crucial source
for historians of late antiquity, scholars of legal theory, and students
of ancient Hebrew. Its conceptualisation of law as a living, discursive
tradition has parallels in Roman jurisprudence and early Christian
canon law, though its methods and assumptions remain distinctively
rabbinic.

The Mishnah is invaluable for interpretation of the New Testament,
because it preserves the earliest extensive body of Jewish legal concepts,
social norms, and institutional assumptions from roughly the same
cultural world in which early Christianity emerged. Although the
Mishnah postdates the New Testament by more than a century
in its redacted form, much of its material reflects earlier tannaitic
traditions that illuminate the legal categories, purity concerns, marriage
practices, economic arrangements, and dispute-patterns presupposed in
the Gospels and Paul. It provides the only systematic evidence for
how Pharisaic-rabbinic halakhah conceptualised issues such as Sabbath
observance, vows, oaths, tithing, purity, and judicial procedure — all
topics that appear in the New Testament T but without explanation.
The Mishnah therefore supplies the vocabulary, legal logic, and



social structures that make New Testament texts intelligible within a
first-century Jewish context.

Sources

The English translation is ‘Mishnah Yomit’ by Dr. Joshua Kulp.
It is available on Sefaria under a CC-BY license, sourced from
learn.conservativeyeshiva.org. The Hebrew text is ‘Torat Emet 357"
It is in the public domain, it is available on Sefaria and sourced from
toratemetfreeware.com.

Contact

If a reader finds an issue in this book, or wishes to suggest an
improvement, please email: reader-suggestions@timothyalee.com.
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1:1-5 KELIM 3

Mishnah Kelim

The fathers of impurity are a: sheretz, semen, [an Israelite] who has contracted
1 corpse impurity, a metzora during the days of his counting, and the waters
of purification whose quantity is less than the minimum needed for sprinkling.
Behold, these convey impurity to people and vessels by contact and to earthenware
by presence within their airspace, But they do not convey impurity by being carried.
2 Above them are nevelah and waters of purification whose quantity is sufficient to
be sprinkled, for these convey impurity to a person [even] by being carried so that
he in turn conveys impurity to clothing by contact. Clothing, however, is free from
impurity where there was contact alone. * Above them is one who had intercourse
with a menstruant, for he defiles the bottom [bedding] upon which he lies as he does
the top [bedding]. Above them is the issue of a zav, his spit, his semen and his urine,
and the blood of a menstruant, for they convey impurity both by contact and by
carrying. Above them is an object on which one can ride, for it conveys impurity
even when it lies under a heavy stone. Above the object on which one can ride is
that on which one can lie, for contact is the same as its carrying. Above the object
on which one can lie is the zav, for a zav conveys impurity to the object on which he
lies, while the object on which he lies cannot convey the same impurity to that upon
which it lies. * Above the zav is the zavah, for she conveys impurity to the man who
has intercourse with her. Above the zavah is the metzora, for he conveys impurity
by entering into a house. Above the metzora is a [human] bone the size of a barley
grain, for it conveys impurity for seven days. More strict than all these is a corpse,
for it conveys impurity by ohel (tent) whereby all the others convey no impurity.
5 There are ten [grades of] impurity that emanate from a person:A person before
the offering of his obligatory sacrifices is forbidden to eat holy things but permitted
to eat terumah and [second] tithe. If he is a tevul yom he is forbidden to eat holy
things and terumah but permitted to eat [second] tithe. If he emitted semen he is
forbidden to eat any of the three. If he had intercourse with a menstruant he defiles
the bottom [bedding] upon which he lies as he does the top [bedding]. If he is a zav
who has seen two discharges he conveys impurity to that on which he lies or sits and is
required to undergo immersion in running water, but he is exempt from the sacrifice.
If he saw three discharges he must bring the sacrifice. If he is a metzora that was only
enclosed he conveys impurity by entry [into an ohel] but is exempt from loosening
his hair, from rending his clothes, from shaving and from the birds offering. But if
he was a confirmed metzora, he is liable for all these. If a limb on which there was

not the proper quantity of flesh was severed from a person, it conveys impurity by
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1:6-2:2 KELIM 5

contact and by carriage but not by ohel. But if it has the proper quantity of flesh it
conveys impurity by contact, by carriage and by ohel. A “proper quantity of flesh” is
such as is capable of healing. Rabbi Judah says: if in one place it has flesh sufficient
to surround it with [the thickness of] a thread of the woof it is capable of healing.
5 There are ten grades of holiness: the land of Israel is holier than all other lands. And
what is the nature of its holiness? That from it are brought the omer, the firstfruits
and the two loaves, which cannot be brought from any of the other lands. 7 Cities
that are walled are holier, for metzoras must be sent out of them and a corpse, though
it may be carried about within them as long as it is desired, may not be brought back
once it has been taken out. © The area within the wall [of Jerusalem] is holier, for
it is there that lesser holy things and second tithe may be eaten. The Temple Mount
is holier, for zavim, zavot, menstruants and women after childbirth may not enter it.
The chel is holier, for neither non-Jews nor one who contracted corpse impurity may
enter it. The court of women is holier, for a tevul yom may not enter it, though he
is not obligated a hatat for doing so. The court of the Israelites is holier, for a man
who has not yet offered his obligatory sacrifices may not enter it, and if he enters he
is liable for a hatat. The court of the priests is holier, for Israelites may not enter it
except when they are required to do so: for laying on of the hands, slaying or waving.
9 The area between the porch (ulam) and the altar is holier, for [priests] who have
blemishes or unkempt hair may not enter it. The Hekhal is holier, for no one whose
hands or feet are unwashed may enter it. The Holy of Holies is holier, for only the
high priest, on Yom Kippur, at the time of the service, may enter it. Rabbi Yose said:
in five respects the area between the porch and the altar is equal to the Hekhal, for
those afflicted with blemishes or with a wild growth of hair, or who have drunk wine
or whose hands or feet are unwashed may not enter there, and the people must keep

away from the area between the porch and the altar when the incense is being burned.

Vessels of wood, vessels of leather, vessels of bone or vessels of glass: If they are
2 simple they are clean If they form a receptacle they are unclean. If they were
broken they become clean again. If one remade them into vessels they are susceptible
to impurity henceforth. Earthen vessels and vessels of sodium carbonate are equal
in respect of impurity: they contract and convey impurity through their air-space;
they convey impurity through the outside but they do not become impure through
their backs; and when broken they become clean. 2 As regards the smallest earthen
vessels, and the bottoms and sides [of the larger but broken vessels] that can stand
unsupported: The prescribed size is a capacity to hold oil sufficient for the anointing
of a little finger of a child [if their former capacity] was that of a log. If [their former
capacity] was from one log to a se’ah [their present capacity] must be a quarter of a

log. If it was from a se’ah to two se’ah it must be half a log. If from two se’ah to three
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se’ah or as much as five se’ah it must be a log, the words of Rabbi Ishmael. Rabbi
Akiva says: I do not prescribe any size for the unbroken vessels, rather: as regards the
smallest earthen vessels, and the bottoms and sides [of larger but broken ones] that
can stand unsupported: The prescribed size is a capacity to hold enough oil to anoint
the lictle finger of a child. [This size is prescribed for pots] that are not bigger than
the small cooking-pots. For small cooking-pots and for those between these and the
jars from Lydda the prescribed capacity is a quarter of a log. For those which have a
size between that of Lydda jars and Bethlehem jars the capacity must be that of half a
log. For those between Bethlehem jars and large stone jars the capacity must be that
of alog. Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai says: [the prescribed capacity for the fragments]
of large stone jars is two logs, and that for the bottoms of broken Galilean flasks and
small jars is any whatsoever, but the fragments of their sides are not susceptible to
impurity 3 The following are not susceptible to impurity among earthen vessels: A
tray without a rim, A broken incense-pan, A pierced pan for roasting corn, Gutters
even if they are bent and even if they have some form of receptacle, A cooking vessel
that was turned into a bread-basket cover, A bucket that was turned into a cover for
grapes, A barrel used for swimmers, A small jar fixed to the sides of a ladle, A bed, a
stool, a bench, a table, a ship, and an earthen lamp, behold these are no susceptible to
impurity. The following is a general rule: any among earthen vessels that has no inner
partis not susceptible to impurity on its outer sides. 4 Alantern thathasa receptacle
for oil is susceptible to impurity, but one that has none is not susceptible. A potter’s
mould on which one begins to shape the clay is not susceptible to impurity, but that
on which one finishes it is susceptible. A funnel for home use is not susceptible to
impurity, but that of merchants is susceptible because it also serves as a measure, the
words of Rabbi Judah ben Batera. Rabbi Akiva says: because he puts it on its side to
let the buyer smell it. 5 The covers of wine jars and oil jars and the covers of papyrus
jars are not susceptible to impurity But if he adapted them for use as receptacles they
are susceptible. The cover of a pot: When it has a hole or it has a point, it is not
susceptible to impurity, But if it does not have a hole or a pointed top it is susceptible
because she drains the vegetables into it. Rabbi Eliezer bar Zadok says: because she
turns out the contents [of the pot] on to it. cA damaged jar found in a furnace:
Before its manufacture was complete it is not susceptible to impurity, But if after its
manufacture was complete it is susceptible. A sprinkler: Rabbi Eliezer bar Zadok
holds it is not susceptible to impurity; But Rabbi Yose holds it to be susceptible
because it lets the liquid out in drops only. " The following among earthen vessels
are susceptible to impurity:A tray with a rim, An unbroken fire-pan, And a tray made
up of dishes, If one of them was defiled by a [dead] creeping thing they do not all
become unclean, But if it had a rim that projected above the rims of the dishes and
one of them was defiled all are unclean. Similarly with an earthen spice-box and a

double ink-pot. If one container was defiled from a liquid, the other is not unclean.
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Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri says: its thickness is divided and that side which serves the
unclean one is unclean while that which serves the clean one remains clean. If its rim
projects above the others and one of them contracted impurity the other is unclean.
& A torch is susceptible to impurity. And the reservoir of a lamp contracts impurity
through its air- space. The comb of a tzartzur: Rabbi Eliezer says: it is not susceptible
to impurity, But the sages say that it is susceptible.

The size of a hole that renders an earthen vessel clean:If the vessel was made for
3 food, the hole must be big enough for olives [to fall through]. If it was used
for liquids it suffices for the hole to be big enough for liquids [to go through it]. And
if it was used for both, we apply the greater stringency, that olives must be able to fall
through. ZA jar: the size of the hole must be such that a dried fig [will fall through],
the words of Rabbi Shimon. Rabbi Judah said: walnuts. Rabbi Meir said: olives. A
stew-pot or a cooking pot: such that olives [will fall through]. A bucketand a pitcher:
such that oil [will fall through]. A tzartzur: such that water [will fall through]. Rabbi
Shimon says: in the case of all three, [the hole] must be such that seedlings [will fall
through]. Alamp: the size of the hole must be such that oil [will fall through]. Rabbi
Eliezer says: such that a small perutah [will fall through]. A lamp whose nozzle has
been removed is clean. And one made of earth whose nozzle has been burned by the
wick is also clean. > A jar that had a hole and was mended with pitch and then was
broken again: If the fragment that was mended with the pitch can hold a quarter
of a log it is unclean, since the designation of a vessel has never ceased to be applied
to it. A potsherd that had a hole and was mended with pitch, it is clean though it
can contain a quarter of a log, because the designation of a vessel has ceased to be
applied to it. * If a jar was about to be cracked but was strengthened with cattle
dung, although the potsherds would fall apart were the dung to be removed, it is
unclean, because the designation of vessel never ceased to apply. If it was broken and
some of its pieces were stuck together again, or if he brought other pieces of clay
from elsewhere, and it was also lined with cattle dung, even though the potsherds
hold together when the dung is removed, it is clean, because the designation of vessel
ceased to apply. If it contained one potsherd that could hold a quarter of a log, all
its parts contract impurity by contact, but that potsherd contracts impurity through
its air-space. 5 One who lines a sound vessel: Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Shimon say:
[the lining] contracts impurity. But the sages say: a lining over a sound vessel is not
susceptible to impurity, and only one over a cracked vessel is susceptible. And the
same dispute applies to the hoop of a pumpkin shell. © As to dog’s tooth which
which they line large jars: anything that touches it becomes unclean. The plug of a
jar is not regarded as connected. That which touches the lining of an oven is unclean.

7 A cauldron which was lined with mortar or with potter’s clay: That which touches
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the mortar is unclean; But that which touches the potter’s clay is clean. A kettle
which was punctured and the hole was stopped with pitch: Rabbi Yose rules that it is
clean since it cannot hold hot water as cold. The same ruling he also gave concerning
vessels made of pitch. Copper vessels which were lined with pitch the lining is clean,
But if they are used for wine, it is unclean. A jar which which was pierced and
the hole stopped up with more pitch than was necessary: That which touches the
needed portion is unclean, But that which touches the unneeded portion is clean.
Pitch which dripped upon a jar, that which touches it is clean. A wooden or earthen
funnel which was stopped up with pitch: Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah says that it is
unclean. Rabbi Akiva says that it is unclean when it is of wood and clean when it is

of earthenware. Rabbi Yose says that both are clean.

4 A potsherd that cannot stand unsupported on account of its handle, or a

potsherd whose bottom is pointed and that point causes it to overbalance,
is clean. If the handle was removed or the point was broken off it is still clean.
Rabbi Judah says that it is unclean. If a jar was broken but is still capable of holding
something in its sides, or if it was split into a kind of two troughs: Rabbi Judah
says it is clean But the sages say it is unclean. ? If a jar was cracked and cannot be
moved with half a kav of dried figs in it, it is clean. If a damaged vessel (gistera)
was cracked and it cannot hold any liquid, even though it can hold foodstuffs, it
is clean, since remnants do not have remnants. ° What is meant by a “damaged
vessel” (gistera)? One whose handles were removed. If sharp ends projected from
it: Any part of it which can contain olives contracts impurity by contact, while any
impurity opposite an end conveys impurity to the vessel through its air-space, But
any part of it which cannot contain olives contracts impurity by contact, while an
impurity opposite an end does not convey impurity through its air-space. If it was
leaning on its side like a kind of cathedra, Any part of it which can contain olives
contracts impurity by contact, while any impurity opposite an end conveys impurity
to the vessel through its air-space, But any part of it which cannot contain olives
contracts impurity by contact, while an impurity opposite an end does not convey
impurity to the vessel through its air-space. Bowls with Korfian [bottoms], and cups
with Zidonian bottoms, although they cannot stand unsupported, are susceptible to
impurity, because they were originally fashioned in this manner. 4 An earthenware
vessel that has three rims: If the innermost one projects above the others, all outside
it is not susceptible to impurity. If the outermost one projects above the others all
within it is susceptible to impurity; And if the middle one projects above the others,
that which is within it is susceptible to impurity, while that which is without it is not
susceptible to impurity. If they were equal in height: Rabbi Judah says: the middle

one is deemed to be divided. But the sages ruled: all are not susceptible to impurity.
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was damaged below, it becomes clean. The compartments within it remain unclean
and are not regarded as a connected to it. 8Ifa shepherd’s bag was damaged, the
pocket within it retains its uncleanness and is not regarded as a connected to it. A
skin whose testicle bags serve also as receptacles and they were damaged, they become
clean, since they will no longer serve their original purpose. 9 A box whose opening
is at the side is susceptible to both midras uncleanness and corpse uncleanness. Rabbi
Yose said: When does this apply? When it is less than ten handbreadths in height or
when it does not have a rim one handbreadth deep. If it was damaged above it is
still susceptible to corpse uncleanness. If it was damaged below: Rabbi Meir rules
that it is susceptible to uncleanness. But the sages rule that it is clean because if the
primary function ceases the secondary one also ceases. 104 dung-basket that was
so damaged that it will not hold pomegranates: Rabbi Meir says is still susceptible to
uncleanness, But the sages say that it is clean because if the primary function ceases

the secondary one also ceases.

2 Pillows, bed coverings, sacks and packing cases that were damaged are still
O susceptible to midras uncleanness. A fodder-bag that can hold four kav,
a shepherd’s bag that can hold five kav, a traveling bag that can hold a se’ah, a skin
that can hold seven kav, Rabbi Judah adds: also a spice-bag, and a food wallet that
can hold the smallest quantity are susceptible to midras uncleanness. If any of them
was damaged it becomes clean, since if the primary function ceases the secondary
function also ceases. # A bagpipe is not susceptible to midras uncleanness. A trough
for mixing mortar: Bet Shammai says: it is susceptible to midras uncleanness , And
Bet Hillel says it is susceptible to corpse uncleanness only. If a trough of a capacity
from two log to nine kav is split, it becomes susceptible to midras uncleanness. If he
left it out in the rain and it swelled it is susceptible to corpse uncleanness alone. [If he
left it out] during the east wind and it split, it is susceptible to midras uncleanness. In
this respect the law is stricter in the case of remnants of wooden vessels than in [that
of such vessels] in their original condition. Itis also stricter in regard to the remnants
of wicker vessels than [to such vessels] as are in their original condition, for when they
are in their original condition they are insusceptible to uncleanness until their rim
is finished, but after their rim has been finished, even though their edges fell away
leaving only the slightest trace of them, they are unclean. 3 If a stick was used as a
handle for a hatchet, it is regarded as connected for uncleanness at the time of use. A
yarn winder is regarded as connected for uncleanness at the time of its use. If it was
fixed to a pole it is susceptible to uncleanness, but it is not considered connected to
it. If the pole itself was converted into a yarn winder, only that part which is needed
for use is susceptible to uncleanness. A seat that was fixed to the pole is susceptible

to uncleanness, but the latter is not regarded as connected to it. If the pole itself
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was turned into a seat, only the place of the seat is susceptible to uncleanness. A seat
that was fixed to the beam of an olive-press is susceptible to uncleanness, but it is not
connected to it. If the end of a beam was turned into a seat it remains clean, because
people would tell him, “Get up and let us do our work.” * If a large trough was so
damaged that it could no longer hold pomegranates and he fixed it to be used as a seat:
Rabbi Akiva says that it is susceptible to uncleanness, But the sages say that it remains
clean unless its rough parts have been smoothed. If it was turned into a feeding bowl
for cattle, even if it was fixed to a wall, it is susceptible to uncleanness. 5 A wood
block that was fixed to a row on a wall, whether he fixed it and did not built upon it
or built upon it but did not fix it, it is susceptible to uncleanness. If he fixed it and
also built upon, it is clean. Matting that was spread over the roof-beams, whether he
fixed it but did not put on the plasterwork or whether he put on the plasterwork but
did not fix it, it is susceptible to uncleanness. If it was fixed and he laid plasterwork
over it, it is clean. A dish that was fixed to a chest, box or cupboard: If in such a
manner as to hold its contents in the usual way, it is susceptible to uncleanness, But
if it was in a manner that it cannot hold its contents in the usual way it is clean. © If
a sheet that was susceptible to midras uncleanness made into a curtain, it becomes
clean from midras uncleanness but it is still susceptible to corpse uncleanness. When
does it become insusceptible to [midras] uncleanness? Bet Shammai says: when the
loops have been tied to it. . Bet Hillel says: when it has been attached. Rabbi
Akiva says: when it has been fixed. 7 A mat whose reeds stretched lengthwise is
insusceptible to uncleanness; But the sages rule: only if they lay in the shape of [the
Greek letter] chi. If they were laid along its width and there was a distance of less than
four handbreadths between the two reeds, it is insusceptible to uncleanness. If it was
divided along its width, Rabbi Judah rules that is clean. So also, where the end-knots
are untied, it is clean. If it was divided along its length but three end-knots remained
intact across a stretch of six handbreadths, it is susceptible to uncleanness. When
does a mat become susceptible to uncleanness? When its rough ends are trimmed,

this being the completion of its manufacture.
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even less than an olive-sized portion of a corpse or less than an olive-sized portion of
nevelah (carrion), or less than a lentil-sized portion of a sheretz can defile, [each in the
manner of] their respective defilements. ® There are two hundred and forty-eight
limbs in a human body: Thirty in the foot, six for every toe, Ten in the ankle, Two in
the shin, Five in the knee, One in the thigh, Three in the hip, Eleven ribs, Thirty in the
hand, [that is] six to every finger, Two in the fore-arm, Two in the elbow, One in the
upper arm and Four in the shoulder, [For a total of] one hundred and one on the one
side [of the body] and one hundred and one on the other. Eighteen vertebrae in the
spine, Nine in the head, Eight in the neck, Six in the key of the heart, And five around
the genitals. Each one [of these] can defile by contact, carriage or overshadowing.
When is this so? When they have upon them the appropriate amount of flesh, But if
they do not have the appropriate amount flesh upon them, they can defile by contact

and carriage but cannot defile by overshadowing.

These things defile by overshadowing: a corpse, an olive-sized [portion of
2 flesh] of a corpse, an olive-sized [portion] of nezel, a ladleful of corpse-mold,
the spine or the skull, [a] full limb of a corpse, or [a full] limb [severed] from a living
person with the appropriate amount of flesh, a quarter [of a kav] of bones from the
structural majority or numerical majority, and the structural majority or numerical
majority [of the bones] of a corpse even though they do not amount to a quarter
[of a kab]; [all these] are unclean. How many [bones] form the numerical majority?
One hundred and twenty-five. 2 [The following likewise defile:] A quarter [of alog]
of blood, A quarter [of a log] of mixed blood from one corpse. Rabbi Akiva says:
[even] from two corpses. [With regard to] the blood of a child that has completely
flowed forth: Rabbi Akiva says: [it defiles] in even the smallest quantity, But the sages
say: [there must be] a quarter [of a log]. [With regard to] an olive-sized [portion]
of [corpse] worms whether alive or dead: Rabbi Eliezer declares [it] unclean, like
the flesh, But the sages declare [it] clean. [With regard to] the ashes of burnt
persons: Rabbi Eliezer says: the [minimum] quantity [for defilement is] a quarter
[of a kav]. But the sages declare [them to be] clean. A ladleful and [a little] more
of grave-dust is unclean. Rabbi Shimon declares [it to be] clean. A ladleful of
corpse-mold mixed with water is not [regarded as] joined [into one mass] for [the
purposes of] defilement. % The following defile by contact and carriage but not by
overshadowing: A bone of barleycorn size, Earth from a foreign country, A bet peras,
A limb of a corpse, or a limb [severed] from a living person which has no longer its
appropriate flesh, A spine or a skull which is deficient. How much is [considered] a
deficiency in the spine? Bet Shammai say: two vertebrae, But Bet Hillel say: even one
vertebra. And in the skull? Bet Shammai say: [the size of a] hole [made] by a drill, But
Bet Hillel say: as much as would be taken from a living person and he would die. Of



166 [mphvjh 13:1-8

X371 9093 32 723071 ,1WRI2 N79T ,17 ©°R2 TRy
.01D% JIVL RIT IDYIR 39 '|'71-m po172n B fy oty MR Va0
SN0 .I3Y 3% 0N moY AYIRY PRIN L 1IWRI2 nien
Y2Im 12 DI 1IWRI2 TV .0%1B% 1Y, XD .pnD
.07IB% 7YY 710 XY .yN 10 . YI3W 32 103 nw) AR
YR, 9930 37 103 B0 A%IPY PRI, 0129 112 Ty

12 X7 021282 IV N'?W ¥ OX .0"M2X 1YL 10 N5
Ih K 37'.1] 12 'IN'U D"'TDEZ'J 'l‘T'iD'(ZJD oxy 'r'ﬂ]’ 170,V

1‘7: nX 79N ,r‘vm RITW 072 ,NOMIW AR 2 170N
X131 .3720 2W DX 10317 9%W DX YRI1, PRI XITW 10123
WRI 127 N2 ,70IR YR 027 .A¥NIIN NYOPn2 0N
X ‘mu ,1°PB2 IR 1‘7: Ny 'mu ,\WRI2 11873 ,7°PD)
7”737 0P,V ARWY N2 ° 393N '7w nX 7°37 %W
DR 109 ,nv’w:: ahab .nv‘wb NP3 DX 1N L1323 by
EEARE SRR Skt by -Pby AN XY n’::'r nmp-r
wm m:x my Vm 1’:3 ‘757 vn:m 7:‘77: 'mm -m-v
100 192 ,90IR XHON ww’vx ¥27,N°102 PPRIHLN 19DV

17 .1°7I0R2I 12300 DL)I'I?J'TI Ri)iglal JololaliblelolBabo
3733 Tfm T]'IU‘J WJDD'{ '[D 'tJ'l:l'l ? N":I:! T’NDUD a7l

PWXID N7 ,0°aR7 PV I u’::x-r sh i draly 2y
DP2° T :PIRP0D CIWD MDD NN WA DRI LPOP
>33 2¥ 0% RITY 12°K 121, Y3107 172 °33 7Y J0R XINY
TN 12 TYPR 0277037, 7900 13802 03033, vaIn N3
R ,7IX°22 RLR 395 NOK [2X DX 72,7197 37 K
VI IORI DO TN RHVT T IRO2D RPY? KD INRY
2970 ,729Y RpLD 12287 DO NIV NIRRT KDY 72
M3 ,APIT OXY 00, NYAINT 1A 197 KDY ,TNY O
RDVI ,RNY N2 127) WK OIDAW WAL XY 7T
Y n"m JPRNY 370 1725 9277 IWRY 0°107W XYY



13:1-7 NEGAIM 167

There are ten [laws concerning the negaim in] houses:(1 + If during the
1 3 first week a nega became faint or disappeared, it must be scraped and is
then clean. (3 + If during the second week it became faint or disappeared, it must
be scraped and the owner must bring the birds. If it spread during the first week,
the stones must be taken out and the wall scraped and plastered, and another week
must be allowed. If it then returned the entire house must be pulled down; If it
did not return, the birds must be brought. If it remained unchanged during the
first week but spread during the second week, the stones must be taken out and the
wall scraped and plastered, and another week must be allowed. If it then returned,
the house must be pulled down; If it did not return the birds must be brought. If
it remained unchanged in both weeks, the stones must be taken out, and the wall
scraped and plastered, and a week must be allowed. If it then returned the house
must be pulled down; If it did not return, the birds must be brought. If before
cleanness was attained through the birds a new nega appeared, the house must be
pulled down; But if it appeared after cleanness through the birds had been attained,
it must be inspected as if it had appeared for the first time. 2 In the case of a stone
in a corner, when the stone is taken out it, he must take it all out; But when [the
house is] torn down he tears down his own [part] and leaves that which belongs to
his neighbor. Thus it follows that there is a greater stringency for taking out than
for tearing down. Rabbi Elazar says: if a house is built of rows of head stones and
small stones, and a nega appears on a head stone, all of it must be taken out; but if
it appeared on the small stones, he takes out his stones and leaves the others. * A
house in which a nega appeared if it had an upper chamber above it, the beams are
considered part of the upper chamber. If the nega appeared in the upper chamber the
beams are considered part of the lower room. If there was no upper chamber above it,
its stones and wood and earth must be torn down with it. He may save the frames and
the window lattices. Rabbi Judah says: a frame that is built over the house must be
torn down with it. Its stones and wood and earth convey uncleanness if they are of the
minimum size of an olive. Rabbi Eliezer Hisma says: whatever their size. 4 Ahouse
that has been isolated conveys uncleanness from its inside; And one that has been
certified unclean, both from its inside and from its outside. Both convey uncleanness
ifoneentersin. ° If one who builds in cleanliness with stones from a house that was
isolated and the nega returned to the [former] house, the stones must be taken out.
If it returned to the stones, the first house must be torn down, and the stones serve
the second house while the signs are under observation. 5 Ifahouse overshadowed a
house with a nega and so also if a tree overshadowed a house with a nega, anyone who
enters the outer [of the two] remains clean, the words of Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah.
Rabbi Elazar said: if one stone of it causes uncleanness by entering, should not the
house itself cause uncleanness by entering? ’ If an unclean person stood under a

tree and a clean person passed by, the latter becomes unclean. If a clean person stood



